
How to Deal with an Assisting Spectator 
 

Roberto Giobbi prompted ChatGPT: “I am a professional magician. Give me ten 

iron rules to follow when choosing and interacting with an assisting spectator." 

 

KI answered: 

Here are ten rules I would consider fundamental. They are deliberately phrased 

as principles rather than tricks, because the quality of the interaction determines 

the quality of the magic. 

1. Choose character before appearance. Do not select the youngest, prettiest, 

loudest, or most unusual-looking spectator. Choose someone who appears 

attentive, emotionally open, and likely to cooperate. An ordinary person who 

genuinely wants you to succeed is almost always the best assistant. 

2. Invite—never conscript. A spectator should feel chosen, not trapped. The 

invitation should allow them to accept with dignity. A reluctant volunteer is 

seldom transformed into an enthusiastic one. 

3. Establish rapport before giving instructions. The first few seconds 

determine everything. Smile, make eye contact, thank them sincerely, and 

let them know you are on the same side. Only then begin directing the 

procedure. 

4. Give one instruction at a time. Spectators are under far more psychological 

pressure than performers realize. Keep instructions short, concrete, and 

sequential. Never explain three steps when one will do. 

5. Make success inevitable. Whenever possible, structure the procedure so the 

spectator cannot accidentally fail. If something goes wrong, redesign the 

effect or quietly take responsibility yourself. The audience should never 

think, "The trick failed because the spectator was incompetent." 

6. Never make the spectator the butt of the joke. Humor should arise from the 

situation or, better still, at your own expense. The audience should admire 

the spectator, not laugh at them. If they leave the stage feeling respected, 

everyone in the audience feels safer should they be invited next. 

7. Maintain gentle authority. The performer should always appear calm, 

confident, and kind. Avoid barking orders or pleading for cooperation. Lead 

naturally, as an experienced host would. 

8. Listen as carefully as you speak. A spectator's words, facial expressions, and 

body language provide valuable information. Sometimes the best line of the 

performance is one you did not write but simply noticed and responded to 

appropriately. 

9. Return the applause to the spectator. When the effect concludes, direct the 

audience's applause toward your assistant. Thank them genuinely. They 

have taken a social risk on your behalf, and they deserve public 

appreciation. 

10. Remember that every spectator represents the audience. How you treat one 

volunteer tells everyone else how you would treat them. If your assistant 

feels intelligent, comfortable, and valued, the entire audience relaxes. If 

they feel embarrassed or manipulated, the audience shares that discomfort. 

One overarching principle encompasses all ten rules: 



Your spectator is not a prop but a partner. 

The strongest magic is not created for the spectator but with the spectator. When 

the audience senses genuine collaboration rather than exploitation, even a 

technically simple trick acquires an authenticity that no amount of sleight of hand 

can replace. 

 


