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Old Wine… Matures Well

In a set of lecture notes he published, Gaëtan Bloom, one of the most creative people in our specialty, 
writes the following:

“…the more I try to find new things, the more I discover that almost everything has already 
been invented by old masters. So, in one word, if you want to find new tricks… read old 
books… A gold mine of ideas is in there.”

I could not agree more, despite not having even a fraction of Gaëtan’s inventive genius.
I ran across these lines as I was sorting out a huge pile of old lecture notes and pamphlets,  

mostly “minor” publications that had a low run and thus probably reached only a few readers.
In one of them, Trickkiste Nr. 6 by Jochen Zmeck, a famous performer and prolific author from 

the former German Democratic Republic (talk about misnomers…) whom I had the pleasure of 
meeting once when he gave a lecture at our magic club in Basel many years ago, is the following idea 
(my own rendition of a German text):

“The performer tears three pieces of paper from a newspaper, rolls each into a ball, and then 
places them onto the table.

He next asks the guests at the table – say five or seven of them – each to hand him a 
personal object: These are then placed onto the table in a row (e.g., a watch, a key, a ring).

A female spectator is asked to choose any one of the visible objects, and a male specta-
tor to choose one of the three paper balls.

Let’s assume the lady chooses a finger ring. Next, the gentleman chooses one of the three 
balls of paper, which, upon being opened, reveals… A finger ring! The other paper balls are, 
obviously, empty.”

Method?
The Conjuror’s Choice! 
Twice!

Alternatively, use the Conjuror’s Choice on the object, and a Shuttle Switch on the chosen paper 
ball, i.e., take the paper ball the spectator has freely selected, and then switch it for the paper ball you 
previously prepared and that already contains the name of the object forced on the first spectator.

This makes for a neat “impromptu” piece that you may want to try after dinner at the next 
event to which you are invited. I predict that it will produce a very favorable reaction.


