October

290

OCTOBER 5

W‘@é@@m“é@“é@ ‘ 5/@;@0
Paul Chosse on Jack McMillen

Paul Chosse (1955-2010): Jack McMillen taught me to “go slow!” and be sure the audience
understands the plot. Jack was the most unaffected, affable, charming guy you would ever meet.
An old country preacher sort of a fellow, always a smile, soft-spoken, and gentle. He epitomized the
card-handling techniques that Vernon espoused: He held the pack like a little bird, gently, softly.
There were no hurried movements, no “big move covers the little move” actions. Just great timing,
perfect execution, and a pleasant personality and presentation that charmed people into submission!

No one wanted to catch Jack, they wanted to be fooled! They liked him and wanted him to
succeed; that makes a huge difference.

Jack’s favorite text was Erdnase, though he studied all the classics. He was always trying to be
better. Jack was never quite satisfied. Even his signature tricks, things he had done for fifty years,
could be altered if he found a better way.

I remember him making a change in a trick he had been doing since the 1940s, because Roger
Klause showed him a little thing that fit, just right, in the trick. I do not even know that it made any
difference to anyone else, but it made a difference to Jack, it brought the trick just an iota closer to
perfection, so he used it.

In fact, it was so small a thing that the first time Jack did the “new” version of this trick for me,
I did not notice the change. But like I say, Jack did not do it for me, he did it for himself. He was an
artist, a master, and he knew that this little change made his work a bit better, for him if not for
anyone else. I learned a lot about magic from Jack, and a lot about human nature, and since his
tools were cards, I would have to say he was the single most influential person in my card-magic
education.

Jack McMillen (1911-1989) (prOTO Michael Landes)



