
20 GENIIGENII

ROBERTO GIOBBI
THE GENII SESSION

WWW.ROBERTOGIOBBI.COM
PHOTO © ZAKARY BELAMY

On the Theory of Magic (6): 
LISTS IN MAGIC

THANK YOU for the kind feedback I keep getting from 
many of you regarding my theory columns. You can always 
contact me through www.robertogiobbi.com. Please under-
stand that I won’t be able to get into a correspondence, 
but all your mails are being read and appreciated. 

LISTS BY NIGHT
For reasons I cannot recall, a few years ago in one of my 
many nightly conversations with Juan Tamariz at his home 
in the South of Spain, the subject fell on the writing of lists 
in magic. 

I showed my friend and teacher some of my most recent 
lists and was about to apologize for bringing up such a 
trivial subject and for being so “Swiss” about this matter 
(in spite of my Italian roots!), when the Maestro burst out 
in great enthusiasm, unexpectedly praising my fervor and 
passionately starting to explain to me the virtues of lists. 
You can imagine my excitement and pleasure upon hear-
ing this. 

Giobbi: “So you make lists, too?”
Tamariz: “Oh, whenever I’m very tired of working, I start 

to make lists … .”

LISTS & LITERATURE
My fear of lists (Katalogophobia?) definitively disappeared 
when shortly after this formative conversation with Tamariz, 
in a library and quite by chance, I came across a book 
by the Italian semiotician Umberto Eco, Confessions of 
a Young Novelist—Richard Ellmann Lectures in Modern 
Literature. There, in the transcription of a lecture named 
“My Lists,” the famous professor and world-renowned 
author of bestsellers to my surprise even classes lists as a 
literary sub-genre, and then goes on to illustrate how, in 
famous novels, poems, and even plays, the listing of things 
becomes part of the esthetics of these works. I immediate-
ly went to my computer, opened a file in my Genii folder 
and named it “Lists for Magicians.”

So, there you are: that is the genesis of this column, in 
which—as a proof of my humility—I will mention a few of 
my lists and compare them to some of those of Tamariz 
and Eco. I hope that some of the lists will be of direct use 
to some of you, making you reflect upon their content, 

and at the end I will give you some ideas to start a few of 
your own. 

LIST OF GREAT LITTLE-KNOWN CARD MAGICIANS
One of the subjects at Escorial 2014 was “less-known 
card magicians.” That’s obviously quite subjective, as it 
depends on how long you have been into magic and how 
much you read and research. So, with this list, I set myself 
the goal of cataloguing card magicians probably not 
known to readers who have been into magic less than 10 
years. I hope this will inspire you to do a little research on 
a few of them. Actually I encourage you to pick just three 
of them and take a week to find out more about their lives, 
tricks, and approaches in magic. If you like you can even 
create a group over the Genii Forum, with a dozen or so 
people each taking one or two magicians, and then shar-
ing their findings with the others. That would be an intel-
ligent use of Internet, and what it was originally invented 
for at CERN in Geneva (Switzerland).

Altman, Arthur & Jeff (USA)
Andra, Rolf (D)
Avis, Jack (UK)
Balducci, Ed (USA)
Benzais, Johnny (USA)
Black, Fred (USA)
Bossi, Vanni (I)
Brown, Edward G. (UK)
Bruce, Gordon (UK)
Busby, Jeff (USA)
Canar, Harry (USA)
Chanin, Jack (USA)
Chapender, Martin (UK) 
Chelman, Christian (B)
Christ, Henry (USA)
Conradi-Horster (D)
Crosthwaite, Roger (UK)
Deland, Theodore (USA) 
Diaconis, Persi (USA)
Endfield, Cy (UK)
Evans, Val (USA)
Farelli, Victor (UK)
Finley, Arthur [Henry Gavin] (USA) 
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Graziadei, Valentino (A)
Green, Cliff (USA)
Grippo, Jimmy (USA)
Hamilton, Steven (UK)
Hardin, Henry (USA)
Horowitz, Sam (USA)
Hunter, G.W. (USA)
Judah, Stewart (UA)
Keane, J. Warren (USA)
King, Lionell (UK)
Kosky, Gerald (USA)
Leech, Al (USA)
Lees, Walt (UK)
L’Homme Masqué (Peru)
Liardet, Sammy (F) 
Lyons, L. Vosburgh (USA)
McMillen, Jack (USA)
Moreau (F) 
O’Connor, Billy (UK)
Ose, Jay (USA)
Rezvani (Iran)
Riding, Joe (UK)
Rovi (UK)
Sellers, Tom (UK)
Southall, Gus (UK)
Steele, Rufus (USA)
Taylor, Franklin V. (USA)
Thompson, Frank (USA) 
Valton, Jean (F)
Willmann, Carl (D)
Zingone, Louis (USA)

LIST OF FOREWORDS
The Danish philosopher Kierkegaard wrote a book made 
up of all forewords. What an idea! I want to do this for 
magic … one day, perhaps. Meanwhile, here is a list of 
magic books that have what I find to be most interesting 
forewords (I apologize for including two of my own). I’d be 
interested to hear what your favorite forewords in magic 
books are.

• Minch, Stephen, in Roterberg’s New Era Card Tricks
• Minch, Stephen, in The Collected Works of Alex Elmsley
• Diaconis, Persi, in Revelations (1984)
• Roberto Giobbi, in Card College Volume 3
• Roberto Giobbi in Secret Agenda
• Tamariz, Juan in the Spanish version of Erdnase
• Rossetti, Carlo, in the Italian classic Il Trucco c’è…ma 

non si vede! (most emotional foreword)
• Dai Vernon in Ganson’s The Dai Vernon Book of Magic

LIST TO RE-READ
Here are some books I wish I had the time to read again. 
Most of them I have read at least twice in the past 40 years, 
but I think they warrant being read once again:

• Entertaining Card Magic (Cy Endfield) 
• Expert Card Technique 
	 (Jean Hugard and Frederick Braue) 
• Greater Magic (John Northern Hilliard) 
• Routined Manipulation Finale (Lewis Ganson) 
• Sonata (Juan Tamariz) 
• Stars of Magic
• The Card Magic of LePaul (Paul LePaul) 
• The Collected Works of Alex Elmsley (Stephen Minch) 
• The Dai Vernon Book of Magic (Lewis Ganson) 
• The Encyclopedia of Impromptu Magic 
	 (Martin Gardner) 
• The New Modern Coin Magic (J.B. Bobo) 
• Thirteen Steps to Mentalism (Tony Corinda) 

ASSIGNMENTS
Here are three ideas for making your own lists:

1. Make a list of methods for obtaining a break under the 
top card of the deck. The more you start thinking about it, 
the less trivial you’ll find this list to be. My list has 21 items. 
Apply this to other problems.

2. Artistic USP of Magic. This will require some extra 
thinking: Aesthetics is a characteristic common to all arts. 
Also, a work of art that speaks to both the intelligent mind 
as well as to the emotional heart is considered “entertain-
ing” in the more ample sense of this term. Make a list of 10 
characteristics of magic, which are also present in at least 
three other art forms (e.g. painting, literature, filmmaking, 
architecture, theater, poetry, music, etc.). Once you have 
that list, make another list with at least three character-
istics, which are specific to magic and are not shared by 
other arts.

3. Good Card Tricks for Magicians. •

www.joeflemingmagic.com/joe-flemings-linking-ring-magic-dvd.html


