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An EZ Illusion

Let us discuss a few things about one of the best tricks you can do in a close-up situation for a lay 
audience: “Easy Money,” as originated by Patrick Page. I like to use the method Fred Kaps came up 
with, and which is described in his lecture notes.

The idea of “creating” money, specifically of changing a piece of paper, an IOU or check into 
a bill, is old, but to my knowledge it was Pat Page who came up with the idea of instantaneously 
changing a bunch of paper into a handful of money, and Fred Kaps’s special fold and handling for 
many years were the go-to method for most.

In recent years, several new methods have been devised, some better, some worse, but only a 
few novel presentations have come along; for some excellent examples see the three (!) entries in 
Secret Agenda, November 16–18.

Here is yet another idea you may like and which makes an excellent conversation piece. The 
pieces of paper, which will transform into bills, depict individual optical illusions.

There are plenty of books on the subject, and the Internet will make it even easier for you to pick 
your favorites. With little skill, you will be able to print them onto paper and cut them to the size  
needed.

The punch line just before the transformation could be, “All these pieces of paper have one 
thing in common: They depict optical illusions. However, this is NOT an optical illusion – watch!”

Now change the pieces of paper to money.


