February 12~Fred Kaps’s Force

Ron Wohl tells me Fred Kaps used this force quite a bit. It is blatantly simple, but you might fool yourself
the first time you do it.

The card to be forced is on top of the face-down deck. The deck is in left-hand dealing position.

Turn the deck face up and push a few cards from the face into your right hand. Then drop them face
down onto the table. Repeat this action until someone calls stop.

When he does, look at him and ask, “How many cards do you think we've dealt?” As you look at him
and ask the question, nonchalantly turn the cards remaining in your left hand face down.

If your helper truthfully answers that he doesn’t know, press him for a guess. Let’s assume he says
twenty-five.

Without missing a beat continue, “Okay, if there are twenty-five here, this is the twenty-sixth card.
Please take it and remember it” Hand him the top card of the left hand’s packet. It is the force card that
was originally on top of the deck.

| have added a final psychological touch: As soon as the card is handed to your helper, deal a few
more batches from the top of the left hand’s face-down packet onto of the tabled pile and say, “And of
course you could have stopped me later, maybe on the twenty-ninth, or the thirty-second or the thirty-sixth...”

Take back the forced card once it has been noted and set it widely outjogged onto the packet in
your hand. Then pick up the pile from the table and drop it onto the held cards, leaving the selection
protruding from the center. This visually reinforces the illusion that the chosen card came from the cen-
ter of the deck. Push the card flush and continue with the effect.
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