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“The Red Cross” by Stanley Jaks

On top of a blue-backed deck have a blue-blue double-backer. The card to be forced, e.g., the Four
of Hearts, is second from top and has a big “X” cross on its back.

Ribbon spread the deck face down on table, without exposing the crossed card, and ask a spec-
tator to pull out one card, leaving it face down for the moment.

Take a marker and put a cross on the back of the tabled card. Practice to make it look similar
to the one on the prepared card.

Pick up the deck and spread it face up between your hands, remarking that the spectator could
have taken any other card; this is a good way of showing all cards to be different, without explicitly
mentioning the fact. Turn the deck face down to show that there is no cross on the other cards. As
you square the deck, with your little finger obtain a break under the top two cards, and then hold
the deck in Dealing Position.

Pick up the tabled card with the cross on its back and place it on top of deck in an In-transit
Action, in order to pick up the marker, which you put away with some kind of humorous remark:
“It’s a birthday present...” The gag deletes any feelings of doubt.

Apparently turn the top card face up to see what it is, really doing a Triple Turnover, displaying the
Four of Hearts, our force card, which has now been switched in. Immediately reshow both sides of the
card and drop it onto the table. This maneuver is a good example of an “Implicit Action of Conviction,”
as the cross seems to irrefutably prove that the Four of Hearts is the previously chosen card. It is also a
great Single-card Switch, provided you handle the In-transit Action and the Triple Turnover correctly.

Draw attention to the envelope on the table, which has a question mark on it. Or combine it with
Daley’s “Card to Envelope Wrinkle,” where the envelope is addressed to the host (see Secret Agenda,
“April 17 — Card to Envelope and Wallet”). Ask the spectator to open it and take out what is inside.

Use this moment of misdirection to palm the top two cards in your hand, which then takes
the penknife you gave the spectator to open the envelope and ditches everything into your pocket.

Inside the envelope is a postcard or notecard with a cross on one side and on the other a
message: “On the (date of the day) you will select the Four of Hearts!”

As an Epilogue, put the card with the cross, which you would not be able to use anyway, into
the envelope, and hand it to the assisting spectator as a souvenir.

Obviously, you may keep the double-backer and the face-up card underneath it in the deck and
get rid of it later, or use it in some other trick...

You can make this into a self-contained piece: “For my next experiment, I will use an old deck
of cards, and you will immediately see why.” Put the deck in use away (see below) and introduce the
“old deck.” Putting a cross on the back of a card and giving it away rationalizes using an “old deck.”

Note: This is yet another “No Switch Deck Switch,” as the deck in use can be put away to intro-
duce the “old deck,” and later the cold deck can be introduced...

227



